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that Cook was obliged to winter at Annotok,
a long distance south of Cape Columbia,
From Dr. Cook's account it appears that dur-
ing the winter he transferred his baggage to
EUesmere Land, whence he started for the
Pole February 19, 1908. His route was to
the west of Peary's and instead of returning
by the same route, his return was still further
west. The return trip was greatly prolonged
by meeting spaces of open water, and the
dangerous conditions of the ice, so that Dr.
Cook and the few Eskimos who remained
with him throughout the journey were com-
pelled to pass the winter of 1908-1909 on the
south shores of Jones7 Sound. For this rea-
son he was unable to send the news of his dis-
covery at an earlier date. Dr. Cook landed in
Copenhagen September 5, 1909, where he
was received with high honors by the Danish
government and the learned societies of the
city.
The Controversy. Dr. Cook was unknown
as an Arctic explorer, neither was he known
to be engaged in an expedition to the Pole.
For these reasons his announcement was a
great surprise to the world of science, and
many geographers and learned societies
withheld their acceptance of his statement
until his records could be examined by com-
petent authority. Dr. Cook submitted his
record to the University of Copenhagen.
After a most careful examination his records
were not found to substantiate Ms claims.
The matter, however, was not dropped with
the verdict of the University, and further
investigations showed that Cook's claim had
no foundation in fact. Commander Peary
submitted his records to the National Geo-
graphic Society at Washington. The Society
approved the records, stating that they fully
substantiated Peary's claims to the discovery
of the Pole.
History. Soon after the discovery of the
New World, mariners believed that by sailing
northward along the coast of North America
a passage westward to Asia would be found,
which would be much shorter than routes then
used. The route from the Atlantic to the
Pacific has always been known as the North-
west Passage, and before the middle of the
nineteenth century more than 200 voyages
had been attempted for its discovery. The
English were the first explorers, beginning
with John Cabot in 1497. He was followed
by Sebastian Cabot, Frobisher, Davis and
others, and in 1806 William Seoresby reached
 latitude 81° 3CT north and added considerable
to the previous knowledge of the coast of
Greenland. Among early explorers sent out
by the Dutch was Henry Hudson, an Eng-
lishman acting for a Dutch company, who
explored Hudson Bay and surrounding
waters in 1609 and 1610.
During the eighteenth century whaling
vessels frequented the Arctic regions, and
their commanders brought back considerable
knowledge of those inhospitable shores. In
1845 an expedition under Sir John Frank!in
was sent out to discover the Northwest Pass-
age. The entire company perished, and for
more than ten years no trace of them was
found. The desire to find, and, if possible,
to relieve Franklin and his followers, led to
numerous expeditions conducted by England
and the United States.
Among the most celebrated commanders
of expeditions for the relief of the Franklin
party were Doctor Kane, of the United
States, who gave the first popular and sys-
tematic account of the polar regions, and
Hayes, who accompanied Kane and after-
ward conducted an expedition of his own,
reaching latitude 81° 35' north. He was
followed by-Hall, who reached latitude 82°
16' in 1871, but died on his return. In 1875
Nares reached a point north of Grinnell
Land, in latitude 83° 20'.
During 1882 and 1883 several stations were
established by the United States and Euro-
pean nations, which cooperated with one an-
other for the purpose of making a scientific
study of the magnetic and climatic condi-
tions of the region. The American station?
under the command of A. W. Greely of the
United States army, was located on the east-
ern coast of Grinnell Land and Lady Frank-
lin Bay, 81° 44' north. The station was
maintained nearly two years, when the party
retreated southward and was rescued in June,
1884. Only seven of the thirty-two men
survived.
A sea route to the East by way of the
Siberian ocean was also the goal of numerous
explorers. This route is known as the North-
east Passage, and it was first navigated by
the Swedish explorer Nils Nordenskjold. Hi
sailed from Sweden in 1878, passed through
Bering Strait, and reached Japan in 1879.
In 1915 a Eussian explorer, YilMtsky, suc-
cessfully made the Northeast Passage by
sailing' westward from Bering Strait, revers-
ing Ms predecessor's route.

